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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for dynamically allocating control of a storage device, the 
method comprising: 

receiving an access request from a first computer requesting access to a 

storage device; 

directing, based upon the access request, a first storage controller 
computer to assume an inactive state with respect to control of the storage device; and 

directing, based upon the access request, a second storage controller 
computer to assume an active state with respect to control of the storage device. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein requesting access to a storage device 
comprises requesting access to a backup storage device. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein requesting access to a storage device 
comprises requesting access to a storage device via a storage area network. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein directing a first storage controller 
computer to assimie an inactive state comprises demounting the storage device from the 
first computer. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein directing a second storage controller 
computer to assume an active state comprises mounting the storage device to the second 
computer. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving an access request from a first 
computer comprises receiving an access request at a storage controller computer. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving an access request from a first 
computer comprises receiving an access request at a storage manager computer. 
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8. The method of claim 1, comprising generating storage path data 
indicating a network path to the storage device. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein generating storage path data comprises 
generating storage path data at the second storage controller computer. 

10. The method of claim 9, comprising communicating the storage path 
data to a storage manager computer. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, comprising communicating the storage path 
data to the first computer. 

12. The method of claim 1, comprising allocating control of the storage 
device based on the priority of a storage operation. 

13. The method of claim 1, comprising storing, in a database, control data 
indicating a change in control of the storage device. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein storing control data in a database 
comprises storing control data in a storage controller computer database. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein storing control data in a database 
comprises storing control data in a storage manager computer database. 

16. The method of claun 13, comprising identifying, based upon the 
control data, whether the first or second storage controller computer is available to 
perform a storage operation. 

17. The method of claim 16, comprising directing, based upon the 
availability of the first or second controller computer, a third storage controller computer 
to assume an active state with respect to control of the storage device. 
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18. A system for dynamically allocating control of a storage device, the 
system comprising: 

a storage device for performing storage operations as directed by a storage 
controller computer; 

a first storage controller computer programmed to direct storage 
operations performed by the storage device; 

a second storage controller computer programmed to direct storage 
operations performed by the storage device; and 

a storage manager computer progranmied, based upon an access request 
from a first computer requesting access to the storage device, to direct a first storage 
controller computer to assume an inactive state with respect to control of the storage 
device and to direct a second storage controller computer to assume an active state with 
respect to control of the storage device. 

19. The system of claim 18, wherein the storage device comprises a 
backup storage device. 

20. The system of claim 18, wherein the access request is commtmicated 
via a storage area network. 

21. The system of claim 18, wherein directing a first storage controller 
computer to assume an inactive state comprises demounting the storage device from the 
first computer. 

22. The system of claim 18, wherein directing a second storage controller 
computer to assume an active state comprises mounting the storage device to the second 
computer. 
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23. The system of claim 18, wherein the access request is received at a 
storage controller computer. 

24. The system of claim 18, wherein the access request is received at a 
storage manager computer. 

25. The system of claim 18, wherein the storage controller computers are 
programmed to generate storage path data indicating a network path to the storage device. 

26. The system of claim 25, wherein the storage controller computers are 
programmed to communicate the storage path data to the storage manager computer. 

27. The system of claim 25, wherein the storage controller computers are 
programmed to communicate the storage path data to the furst computer. 

28. The system of claim 18, wherein the storage manager computer is 
programmed to generate storage path data indicating a network path to the storage device. 

29. The system of claim 28, wherein the storage manager computer is 
programmed to communicate the storage path data to the first computer. 

30. The system of claim 18, wherein the storage controller computer is 
programmed to allocate control of the storage device based on the priority of a storage 
operation. 

3 1 . The system of claim 1 8, comprising a database for storing control data 
indicating a change in control of the storage device. 

32. The system of claim 3 1, wherein the database comprises a storage 
controller computer database. 

33. The system of claim 3 1, wherein the database comprises a storage 
manager computer database. 
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34. The system of claim 3 1 , wherein the storage manager computer is 
programmed to identify, based upon the control data, whether the first or second storage 
controller computer is available to perform a storage operation. 

35. The method of claim 34, wherein, based upon the availability of the 
first or second storage controller, the storage manager computer is programmed to direct 
a third storage controller computer to assume an active state with respect to control of the 
storage device. 
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